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not. I received a letter from George Jenkins. He says he will make us a big speech when we 
get home, but I don't know whether he will or not. It is owing to how he conducted himself 
when he was drafted. Some letl'ers soy he mn away; others soy he did not. Jake Faulkenboroug~ 

is in Co. nof our Reg. and is well. Our f(eg. now numbers 1360 men, I bel ieve. I have writ­
ten all of importance, so I will close by sa}ling I hope to see you soon. Tell John, Jont and Abb 
that I will answer their letters as soon as I get a chance. 

Remainiru your loving husoooo as ever, John C. Esarey to his Wife. 

Washington City June 2 (1865) 

(J. C. Esarey to Barbara Esarey) 

Dear Barbara: Having an opportunity to send you a few lines in S. SI s letter I will do 
so though I hardly know how to commence for I have not received a letter from you for near a 
month. This line leaves me in only tolerable health as a chill is not 6 inches away at present. I 
had a chill three days ago which was very disagreeable to my taste. Hoping this will find you & 
babe well & in good hearty. I have received several letters lately, one from Lieut. Carr yes~'er­
day, which was only 6 days coming. The most of the letters seem to think we will be at home 
soon, but I can l t see the hole yet where we are going out at, although our popers have been 
made out; discharges filled out; and we were mustered out of the U. S. Service the 31 of Muy; 
but we cannot get any tmnsportation to Indianapolis, am I doni t know when we will get away, 
but I am taking it easy. I doni t l~now whether I will get home against the 4th or not. You need 
not look for me until you see me coming. I would be very glad to get home in time for harvest. 
Do the best you can with the crop and that is all that is required. So I will close at present. 
Your husbaoo J. C. Esarey. You need not write to me till I write again. You will please hand 
this to narbara. 

State of Ind iana I William S. Lamb, clerk of the Perry Circuit 
Perry County SS Court hereby certify that at the annual election 

held in said county on the first Monday of 
August t,. D. 1851 Jesse C. Esarey was duly electedAssessor of said county for the term of two 
y oors and until his successor is chosen and qualified as appears from the certificate of the Ooartl 
of Canvassers duly made aoo filed in my office August 6th 1851. Given under my hand and seal 
of Office at Rome, this 20th day of Algust A.D. 1851. William S. Lamb, Clerk by Thos. Hanna, 

Deputy 

TO I,Ll TO WHOM IT f\M.Y CONCERN: Know ye, that John C. Esarey, a Private of Captain 
John COMally's Company (G) 53rd R".-giment of Indiana Infantry Volunteers who was enrolled on 
the 27th day of Sept. one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five to serve for one year or during 
the war, is hereby DISCHARGED from the service of the United States... thirty~first day of May 
1865, at Washington, D. C. in compliance with Par. 4 G. O. No. 94 War Dept. 1865. (No 
objection to his being re-enlisted is known to exist.) Said John C. Esarey was born in Perry 
County in the State of Indiana, is 22 years of age, 5 fro 9-1/2 in. high. Fair complexion. nlue 
eyes, light hair, and by occupation when enrolled, a Farmer. Given at Near Washington, D. C. 
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this Thirty-first day of May, 1865. Robert M. Wooos, 1st Lieut. 64 III. Vols. A. L. Davis 1st
 
lielJt. Co. F, Comdgo Co. IIGII 531':1 Incl.
 
A. C. M. 4 Div. 17 .-\. C.. . 

June the 11th (undated) 

(Mary to Isabell:) 

Dear Sister. ) got your lettor a long time ago, and I have put off answering so long. 
We aro all well at this time. We have got so m<ny to write to that we cannot keep up with all 
the letters. We have had a bod year so far. Our wheat is almost a failure. I do not know that 
we will have anything or not. I got a letter from Harriett and she said John was sick yet. Iso 
has 0)t two Iittle girls, fat and well. Katy is marriecJ too. My baby is 2 years old. I have 8 
children. I am getting gray headed, ( I Y as a rat. I am getting tired of raising children. I 
have workccl for children all my life, but my favorite is gone. I have raised more than my one, 
but that is all the thanks I get for it now. But f think if Elihu has anything left you could give 
me something to remember him; but I can remember him all my life, if I never get anything. I 
should have had a shore of the e::tate anyhow. Write soon to me. 

Mary to Isabe;1I 

Le;xington, Ky. July the; 22nd (undated) 

(John Patrick to Denham Isabell) 

Dear Brother and Sister. I am well (']t this time. I was sorry to leave without seeing you 
all. I am ot Lexington hospital. I started to the regiment. I got here and I could not get any 
further. I wish I had had time to see you before I had to come away. You must not think hard 
because I did not come. I just got done eating my dinner. I had a gooo dinner. It was bread 
and meat and turnip water. I am short of paper and everything elsa. Well I must stop for this 
time. Write soon as you can. Direct your letters to the Gap in Care of Captain Johnson, 49th 
Reg. John Patrick to Denham Isabell. 

December 30th (undated) 

(Nancy A. long to Marcus & Isabel Benham) 

Dear and ever kind friends: I thought I would scribble Logan a few lines to let you 
know thut I am moderabely well ot this time and I do hope those few Iines wi II find you all well 
and doing well. I have delayed writi~ till nem for more than one !lOOson. I can hardly get any 
stamps and then there are so many visitors that I can't get to wrih3~'Now, Isabel, when you get 
this, if you ever do, answer it soon and give me all the nows you can. I do want to hear how 
David's wife came out and how Rebecca nird 000 Granny Benham are doing theso days and tell 
me how they are at Robert Hugheses and when you heard from John HUJhes and his lawful lady. 
Well now, Isabel, I am staying ot Nancy Rumbley- s when you write, direct to Nancy Rumbley, 
Corydon, Harrison Co. I wish I o::>uld see you and talk with you a day or two. I would like to 
tell you atout Dora Criss. Her suffering was so great, I cannot describe it on paper and her babe 




